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FOR TUB CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE, 
PRACTICE, BETTER THAN THEORY IN RE- 
LIGION. 

The christian religion in its original purity and 
simplicity, of all others, is the best. . It consists of 
two important parts, viz; theory and. practice. In 
order that finite man may become a consistent pro- 
fessor, he must *‘learn of Jesus,” and progress in 
the science of sanctity : But to be a practical chris- 
tian, he must not do as some have dene, ** who say 
and do not ;” but “knowing his, master’s will,” he 
must faithfully accomplish that -which theory dictates; 


Virtue, as defined, is a moral principle of wads 
ness and excellence. When we look abroad among 
men we have a varied and complicated view. We 
are reminded of the appropriate language of the 
| poet : 


| “ For modes of faith let graceless zealots fight ; 
| His can’t be wrong, whose life is in the right.” 


Indced, there are some so abandoned as apparent- 





character is one who has faith, and but little or no 
virtue ; having ‘‘a name to live and is dead!” how- 
ever, for the honor of humanity and christianity, it is 
hoped there are but few of this description. A 
fourth and bright example. is he, who, ‘fair as the 
moon,” shines not half obscured ;. but wrapped in 


christian, “ may glorify God.” 
As a true and living faith in the Redeemer is the 





ly to have neither faith nor virtue : There are others | 
who have virtue, and ate destitute of faith. A third | | but wrath without mercy would induce us to em- 


to light,” then the christian, like Newton, Bacon 
and Locke, may “give a reason of the hope that is 
in them with meekness and fear.” 

Or, thirdly ; should such as profess to follow Je- 
_sus and honor their God, present us with a God we 
cannot love, if we would, and ought not, if we could : 
Or furthermore, should show to usa Saviour who 
could save all and wodld not, or would save all 
and cannoi ; and proffer » religion which nothing 








brace. . Then how necessary is a knowledge of the 
Divine Parent of all, who “ sent not his Son into the 
-world to condem the world; but that the world 
‘through him might be saved.” . : 
The apostle was not forgetful to add charily as the 
last of, the christian graces. Charity is an active 





“the brightness of God’s glory,” reflects this. heav- | principle—it lays not buried inert in the heart ; for 
enly light, that those who see the virtuous, practical | | charity i is love. All professions without it are yaiti. 


It is the life of religion—its. absence is its death,—It 
is the nature of God—it is heaven to-the soul. Faith 


\ 


which is so well calculated to qualify for the active medium through which the christian expects salva- | _and hope will terminate, but charity immortal. “ ney.» 
and sécial. duties of human life.—The life of the | tion, it matters not whether his ~~ in the favour of | | er faileth |” It is as perfect as its duthor—as bound- 


christian is, or should be, an active one : Active not | 
in disobedience, but in willing acquiescence to the 
salutary and peace-giving rules prescribed by the 
divine Master :—Rules which shouid be adopted by 
every follower of him ‘* whose words were spirit and 
life” The term christian, simply imports a believer 
in Christ ; as none are christians but those who be- 
lieve in him. Appertaining to Christ and his doc- 
trines are two kinds of faith entertained among men, 
Viz. theoretical and practical. An assent, merely to 
“the person or properties of Jesus Christ, and to the 
existence of his blessed doctrines, must fall vastly 
short of the happifying effects of that “faith that 
works by love to purify the heart.” The apostle 
James has taught by precept, what is known also in 
practice, “ that faith without works, is dead.” 
_ Jesus taught his disciples saying, “if ye know 
: things, happy are ye if ye do them.” How 
consoling and soul-animating the thought, that in this 
divine doctrine which tnakes plain our duty, there is 
nothing urged but what subserves the greatest good ; 
‘bor any thing restricted which would promote the 
ppiness of man.—As christians it is not enough 
t we know our duty, or have faith in the “light, 
fe and salvation of the world.”. It should be re- 
ed that although we have “ for a sure found- 
tion, exceeding great and precious promises,” yet 
besides this we should give all diligence to add 
our faith, virtue, knowledge, charity. (I: Pet. i, 5- 
:) og imperative exhortation of the apostle is now 
¢ binding on christians ; for if it was necessa- 
artes christian graces should be added as so 
any stars in the diadem of immortal glory ; in what 
of the world, should not he or she, “ naming the 
nd Jesus,” adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour 
ith well-ordered lives and god-like conversation ?”| 
et us consider for a moment the requisition of the 
Add to your faith, virtue,” &c. 


thes 


Hie), 


God is circumscribed to a few 
men, as the number saved, collectively, must indi- 
vidually be made partakers of the purifying influ- 
ence of that goodness and love which are, essentially, 
attributes of God. 


enumerated by this servant of the Lord, is knowl- 
edge, The apostle has very judiciously arranged 
these appendages to christian faith. He first of all 
mentioned virtue, as a prerequisition ;—he then adds 
knowledge ; for he knew what experience has ever 
taught, that “ knowledge makes a good man better, 
and a bad man worse.” 

Knowledge qualifies men to act in every depart- 
ment of life ; and when christian virtue attends as 
directory, “ godliness and honesty” ensue. An ac- 
quaintance with the nature of sacred and divine the- 
ology is necessary to every professor of the holy re- 
ligion of Jesus : so that when the bold Atheist with 
imposing air, unblushingly, should endeavour to in- 
fuse the pestiferous exhalations of his scepticism in- 
to the minds of short-sighted man, and urge the be- 
lief, that the wisdom, power, goodness, order and 
beauty of all things above—beneath—around, are 
fortuitous, the christian may give his strong reasons 
why he believes that “he who built all things is 
God. 9 

Or, secondly ; were the boasting pretender in hu- 
man philosophy ; the willing infidel and scoffar at 
the religion of Jesus, to approach ; and although ac- 


and like Rousseau, ‘pronounce an encomium on the 
immaculate character of Christ ; yet rejecting the 
scriptures in toto, as having no divine original ; and 
religion, because corrupted; and thus take away | 





knowledging “a great, first and everlasting cause ;” | 


The next qualification of the good christian, ag’ 


r extended to all | Jess as his empire, and lasting as eternity | From all 


we can ascertain of God—of Christ, and our duty, it 
appears that we should love God because he is love- 
ly ; should trust in “the Saviour of the world,” be- 
cause he is faithful, and remembering’ the greatness 
of our obligation, do all. our duty, because we love to 
be dutiful, practical and virtuous christians. 
i L. W. 
Lebanon, N. H. Oct. 19, 1825. 
* The fatth of an individual, resting j in the. favour 
of God, for his own salvation, is genuine, so far as it 
extends ; Tig the more exiensive it becomes, in its 


| embrace of the human family, the more extensive 


will be its practical utility ; since man is:solemnly 
bound by the divine mandate to imitate his Creator 
in the exercise of active benevolence. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 
_ CONTENTMENT. 

Contentment is a habitual state of mind, in which, 
relying on Divine justice, we are. disposed to. make 
ourselyes happy, independent of external circum. 
stances ; neither repining in obscurity and pov 
nor, with ambitious aim, aspiring after riches, og i 
ours, or power. 

Of so much importance is this. particular ie of 
mind to our happiness,, that the wise will ever con- 
duct themselves with strict regard to the principles 
it teaches, .In all the pu and enterprises, in. 
which mankind are engaged, the object to be-ob- 


tained is, immediately, or remotely, designed to pro- 
mote their happiness. He whose days are devoted 





| 


‘to accumulating wealth, lives in the expectation of 


being able, at gome period, to draw around him the 
means of his desires, and thus increase the, 


the lamp to life’s path through this dark world, leay- sum of his enjoyments. Ifimprovement of the 2) be 
ing not one ray of light more than shone on Socrates | | “engross one’s attention, and withdraw him from the. 
and Plato, before “ life and immortality were brought alluring enticements of gay society, and popular 
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irethents of rhs | £5 tom satellites to do with the neaning ¢ 
the attain. | for ever and evérlusting 2. Nothing.—What Senile 
sved, will mote than com- | beating has the supposition, that Christ would offer 


ment of which, it is 

pensate for evet'y privation. The same holds in er. | 
ery walk of life ;,it being absurd for a rcasonable be: | 
ing to do so. unreasonable a thing, as to act without | 
a view to his happiness. But in attaining the end 
lamentable experience, too late, informs us, that we 
have mistaken the means. Every one in health of 
body and of mind, when neither the one is enfeebled 
with disease, nor the other corrupted with vice, has 
the means of happiness within himself; for it does 
not depend so much on the gratification of our de- 
sires, as on ther suppression. Our natures are too 
complicated, and have too many secret springs, to 
admit of being long set to rest by such means. — 
‘There are within us many latent principles, which 
only await some casual circurtistance, to be brought 
into action. They remain concealed, because noth- 
ing congenial has ever occurred to rouse them. But, 
when the particular chords, with which they are con- 
nected, are touched, they burst forth with impetuos- 
ity, and overwhelm every thing that opposes them. 
He who after possessing himself of riches, expects 
to sit down in the lap of ease, and spend his days in 
tranquil enjoyment, deceives himself. The passion, 
which prompted him to obtain wealth, will stimulate 
him to seek for higher distinctions ; and, in this man- 
ner, he will be led on from goal to goal, till, at last, 
experience, when it is too late, will teach him, that, 
to be happy; is, only, tobe contented. SENEX. 


kee 


REVIEW OF MR. FISK’S EXAMINATION. 
(conTINUED FROM PAGE 55.) 
At the close of our last number, we promised sore 


remarks on what Mr. F. has. said of the sentiments 
and character of Origen,—of Dr. Priestly, and of 
Rev. Mr. Kneeland. 
He acknowledges Origen to be a “a very great, 
and a very learned man,” and that he held the sen- 


timent:of the final salvation of all men: And. why | 


did not our opponent add, from the same authority, 
that he was a man of fervent piety ? We can discover 
no other reason for his apparently studied silence on 








a sacrifice for devils in a future state, upon the ques- 
tion at issue ? Surely, nome. Why then should Mr, 
F. lug in these philesophical speculations which 


, | have nothing to do with this discussion ? These are 
the speculations into*which Origen seems to have 
| been drawn by the Platonic philosophy, of which 


Mr. F. reminds his readers, As to the correctness 
or incorrectness of these views, it is not a matter of 
the least consequence, to the meaning of the word 
everlasting. ' 

The views of Origen respecting the «allegorical 
character of a cotisiderable portion of the scriptures, 
is another subject of complaint, on the part of Mr. F. 
But we beg leave to ask him, of what possible use 
would the Songs of Solomon be, to ‘a religious man, 
if they were to be understood according to their Zf- 
eral import ? Nay, they would be worse than useless ! 
Of what service would the greater part of the book 





| the 3 paps! or id) Coscré a 
piakewed on him christian ordination, if they had 
considered him heretical in so important an article of 
the christian faiths? The very idea is, in every sense 
of the word, preposterous ! 

The meaning of these words, therefore, as re- 
snects duration, was not a subject of mere specula- 
tive philosophy, but of sober and deliberate conviction; 
after carefully comparing the promises and threaten. 
ings which are contained in the sacred scriptures.— 
Hence the character of Origen stands vindicated 
against the vile insinuations of his modern assailants. 

‘The next in course, is Doct. Joseph Priestly, 
whose learned decision, respecting the words for 
ever and everlasting, is attempted to be set aside by 
Mr. F. by asserting that the Doctor had said of St. 
Paul, that he had “reasoned inconelusively.” But 
when it is recollected that St. Paul sometimes spake 
vithont the authority of inspiration ; and that he re- 





minded his brethren that this was the fact, (see I. 


| Cor. vii. 1-6, 12, 13, 14) this objection to his author- 


of Revelation be to man, other than’a sublime fiction, ity dwimdles into nothing : For in matters of opinion, 


if it were to be interpreted according to the’ literal 
import of the words ’ A large portion of the prophe- 
sies of the Old and New Testaments are written in 
language higlily figurative. ‘The same may be said 
of much of the oral instruction of Christ, whose cus- 
tom was to addres; the multithde in parabolical lan- 
guage : And many parts of the epistles of the New 
Testament are couched in Janguage highly figura- 
tive. It is a fact, undeniable, that an important part 
of the scriptures is penned in allegorical language ; 
and if Origen found more figures in the sacred writ- 
ings than Mr. F. does, it is easily accounted for by 
the fact, that he was better acquainted with their 
contents ; had investigated them with greater care, 
and Jess prejudice. But this is all foreign, as respects 
the dispute between Mr. Fisk and the Universalists. 

The words denoting duration, when applied to sin 
and punishment, are not dependent upon any philo- 

sophical speculation, of Origen or any other man.— 
Nor was Origen quoted to prove the meaning of the 
words aion and aionion, but merely to show that Mr. 
Fisk’s statement, that the authority of “all the learn- 


this part of the character of Origen, than this :—It | ed Fathers of the Church” was set aside by those 


would represent that “ very learned man” in a more 
favourable light to Mr. F’s readers than he is willing ' 
that any universalist should appear. It might also’ 
influence some of his readers to examine jnto the 
grounds and evidences of the leading views of that 
‘very great man,” and thus lead on to a conviction 
of the truth of universal grace. The omission was, 
therefore, a matter of policy. We find him ready, 
however, to mention other circumstances, which he 
thought would have a tendency to prejudice the 
minds of his readers against. Origen: Such as the 
globular figure of all bodies after the resurrection : 
That the planets were animated bodies ; that Christ 
would offer himself as a sacrifice in the spiritual 
world to save the devils, and that he taught that 


much of the scriptures was to be understood in a/. 


figurative, and not in a literal sense, or according to 
the literal import of the terms. But what has the fig- 
wre of souls to do with a ferm which denotes dura- 


tion? Nothing.—What has the animation of the 





who.contended for the limited signification of these 
‘words, when applied to sin and punishment. This 
has been done ; and we now call on Mr. F. to cor- 
rect the false representation which he has given in 
Zion’s Herald, if he intends to be considered a man 
of truth and candour. We cannot expect this from 
our opponent ; for we have had evidence enough, 
already, of his want of christian candour. 
Mr. F. endeavours to make his readers believe 
that the Bishops of Achaia, Palestine, Phoenicia and 
Arabia, were.only displeased with the rash proceed- 


| ings of Theophilus, Bishop of Alexandria, against 


Origen. But this conclusion is at once set aside by 


| the fact, that Origen’s sentiments were the subject 


of discussion at that time. 

And is it reasonable to suppose that all the Bish- 
ops of these extensive provinces would have espous- 
ed the cause of one. whom they viewed as an here- 
tick, and that too, in ‘a most important article of the 


| christian religion ? Is there the least probability that 


where revelation is not conecrned, every man is at 


' liberty to decide for himself, equally with St. Paul, 


or any one else, Aimd the general practical opinion 
of christians in every age proves that their views 
were and are not in aceordance with those of the 
apostle, contained in the above reference. His au- 
thority, as to the meaning of the words used in the 
original scriptures, as well as that of Origen’s, is by 
no means'to be set aside, since they were both well 
acquainted with the use of these terms, not only in 
the scriptures, but in the writings of Arisrot-e, and 
other heathen philosophers. But they did not con- 
sider the authority of any heathen writer of sufficient 
weight to bias their judgment m favour of the un- 
merciful doctrine of endless torture: And we need 
no evidence to convince us that Mr. F, if he had any 
hopes of successful proof from afy other source, 
would reject, utterly, the testfmony of an heathen 
philosopher. It is, heveliee. evidently, a desperate 





case with our opponent! Heathen testimony must 
be called in, or the doctrine of éndless misery ast 
be abandoned for ever! We sincerely pity Mr. F. 
but we shail have more to say about this Aeathen tes- 
iimony hereafter, , 

One question, we would propose:to Mr, F. concer- 
ning Dr. Priestly’s Pick ha that St. Paul “ rea- 
soned inconclusively.”—Had men deter marry, than 
lead a life of celibacy 2 St. Paul argued that the /aiter 
was preferable ! I, Cor. vi. 8, 9. but he reminded his 
readers that he did not speak this by the authority of 
inspiration, but merely as a matter of bare opinion. 
Now, is Mr. F, a married man? Have the Methodist 
Ministers, generally, entered into the marriage state ’ 
If so, they, as well as Doct. Priestly, must suppose 
that St. Paul reasoned inconclusively ; in this case, at 
least. ‘Then why attempt to. set aside the literary 
authority of this able divine, respecting the meaning 
of an original word, unless Mr. F. meant it as an ac- 
-knowledgment of the insufficiency of the scriptures 
to support the sinking cause of endless damnation! 

We cannot close this communication without cor 
recting an. erroneous impression concerning Rev. 





Mr. Kneeland, to whom Mr, F. has alluded, in very 
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ungerierous te ms, He bas reference to the dis-! The second evidence, he aabed” in support of | 
course which Mr. K. delivered in this town, the de- | this proposition, was the language of St. Paul, where 
sign of whica was to vindicate the practicability of he said, ** in me, that is in my flesh dwelleth no good 
improvements in the translation of the New Testa- : : thing. * Can a man be less blind than the Jews 
ment. This discourse received the approbation of were, not to see that the apostle did not here mean 
literary gentlemen, attached to Brows Universrry. | W hat this preacher insinuated ? For when he thus 
Nor have the correctness of his promises, cr the just- , Spake, it was after his oe after he “was 
ness of his criticisms, been called in question, not-| made free from the law of sin.” If St. Paul was 
withstanding the disingenuous treatment of Mr. F. | ‘then totally depraved in the sense that it is preach- 
in the following quotation.—‘‘In his preaching, he | ed in our world, he could hardly say, in truth, that 


made avery free use of his critical knowledge, throw- | 
ing away large portions of the Bible, as spurious, and | 
altering Sat to his liking.” | 

We shall make no reply to this unrighteous charge, | 
except simply to state, that it is false. We know not 
who Mr. F.’s informant has been, but we hesitate not, 

> pronounce him urworthy of confidence. | 

Mr. I. further remarks, that “all who had any ac- | 
quaintance with Mr. K. and with his opportunitie s, | 
and with the time and apphcation necessary to be- | 
come thoreu; ghiv 
were convi inced, that his acquaintance with them, | 
must be superficial at best.” 

Inreply to this, we need only remark, that Mr. | 
Kneeland has devoted a great portion of his time for 
twenty years past, to acquire a critical knowledge of | 
the languages : and the works which he has publish- 


acquainted with the languages, 


ed are a standing monument of his industry, and his 
success in literary attainments. 
(ro BE CONTINUED.) 





SELECTIONS. 








FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


TOTAL DEPRAVITY. 

All acquainted with the general views entertained 
by modern theologians, know that depravity in toto, 
is one of the prime articles of confession among 
them. The writer of this article was favored with 
an opportunity of attending a few days since, on the 
ministry of Mr, F. a zealous advocate for this unrea- 
' sonable notion. He chose for his text these precious 
words of the prophet Jeremiah, ‘‘Is there no balm 
in Gilead, is there no physician there.” , 

He spoke of sin as a disease, which was introduced 
by Adam ; and, that one transgression had “ brought 
death temporal, spiritual and eternal ;” and that “ all 
disorder and sickness were the effects of sin.” 

He then endeavored to substantiate the doctrine 
of total depravity. Although his arguments with 
some were satisfactory, yet to me they were very in- 
adequate. He observed that ‘* some people thought 
_ better of human nature than they ought ; as for his 
part, (he said) he thought the Holy Ghost knew 
better about it than man ; for he (the Holy Ghost) 
_ Said by the prophet. Isaiah (chap. i. 6.) ‘From the 
Sole of the foot even unto the head, there is no sound- 
hess in it.’ Whoever willlook at the context, will 
learn that it was a national corruption. In the con- 
Rexion, verse 16, God has commanded these very 
characters, “a seed of evil doers,” saying, “ wash 
ye, make you clean.” To tell of washing any thing 
_ that is but one complete mass of filthiness would be 
| Mabsurdity. What would remain after it was wash- 


| ed, and prone to evil. 





¢d clean? . 


he was “delivered from the power of darkness.” 


sician’ could and would do, he observed, that God 
never mended a heart; but made it entirely new. 


| Before he concluded his discourse he addressed par- 
| ticularly the church ; (as he was a transient minis- 
| ter) those .precious few, who had not been healed ; 
He | 
exhorted them to “watchfulness, sobriety and vig- | 


but made entirely new, by the great Physician. 


ilance ;” for the heart of man was desperately wick- 
I thought if God had (as 
they probably pretend) made their hearts entirely 
| new, and still desperately wicked, they were ina 
| desperate situation indeed. 

It appears evident that human nature is now what 
it ever was ; and is now what it ever will be, so long 
as human nature remains corrupt. Human nature 
was ihe same in St. Paul after his conversion as be- 
fore—He said that “ sin dwelt in him—that evil was 
present with him—that flesh lusteth against the spir- 
it ;” and those who walked according to the flesh, 
should be brought into condemnation. Evil, sin and 
temptstion were present with the apostle, but we 
do not learn that he yiekled to them. St. John tes- 
tifies, that ** he that saith he hath no sin, deceiveth 
himself ;” yet this same apostle in the same book 
said, “ whosoever is born of God and dwelleth in 
Christ, doth not commit sin.” There is a difference 
between a man’s having sin in his flesh, or being 
tempted, and yielding to it ;—therefore let not sin 
reign in your mortal body ; but grace reign through 
righteousness, saith Pavlos. 


CORNWALL MISSION SCHOOL. 

At the late meeting of the American Board, at 
Northampton, a ,esolution was submitted, “that it is 
inexpedient to continue the Foreign Mission School 
at Cornwall.” 

The cause of this School being discontinued, is on 
account of the Indians intermarrying with the white 
ladies at Cornwall. : 

There has been so much excitement and popular 
indignation about the circumstance, that the mana- 
gers, it is presumed, feared they would not be able 
to procure cash enough to learn the young Indians 
and other heathen youth the profitable trade of 
preaching ; and therefore concluded to abandon the 
project, which has cost our country so many thou- 


sands. When will the people get their eyes open ? 


Mother—There is something in sickness that 
breaks .down the pride of manhood ; that softens 
the heart, and brings it back to the feelings of infan- 
cy. Who that has suffered, even im advanced life, 
in sickness and despondency—who that hath pined 











ina weary y bed i in the néglect aiid lotielinesé of a for-: 
eign land—but has thought on the mother that look- 

ed on his childhood, that smoothed his pillow and 
administered to his help? Oh! there is an endear- 
ing tenderness in the love of a mother to her son 
that transcends all other affections of the heart. It 
is neither to be chilled by selfishness nor daunted 
by danger, nor weakened by worthlessness, nor sti- 
fied by ingratitude. She'will sacrifice every comfort 
to his convenience ; she will surrender every pleas- 


ure to his enjoyment ; “she will glory in his fame, 
When the preacher spoke of what the great ‘ phy- | 


and exult in his prosperity ; and if adversity over- 
take him, he will be dearer to her by misfortune ; 


,and if disgrace settle upon his name, she will stil] 


love and cherish him ; and if all the world cast him 
off, she will be all the world to him. 


PROM A TROY, (N. ¥.) PAPER. 
LIGHT SPRINGING UP IN THE SOUTH. 


It seems, from recent occurrences at the Theolog- 
ical Seminary at Princeton, N. J. that there have 
arisen serious difficulties and warm controversies 
among the Presbyterian Clergy, relative to the pro- 
priety and consistency of creéds and confessions of 
faith in the Church. The Rev. Mr. Duncan, Pastor 
of a Presbyterian Church at Baltimore, was called 
on, the last year, to deliver a discourse before the 
Directors and Students of this seminary. In com+ 
pliance with the invitation, he delivered the Dis- 
course, and in it, he endeavoured to show the im- 
propricty and danger of using, and trusting, in hu- 
man creeds, confessions of faith, catechims, &c. more 
than the Bible, which ought to be the only rule of 
faith and practice. This Discourse ‘excited the in- 
dignation and drew forth the censure of some Pres- 
byterian sticklers for creeds and confessions, At the 
opening of the next session, Dr. Miller addressed an 
introductory lecture to the Students of the Theolog- 
ical Seminary, selecting for its subject, ‘ The utility 
and importance ef creeds and confessions.’ This 
put Mr. Duncan on his defence, and provoked a re. 
ply : he has now published a work of nearly 300 
pages, entitled, ‘‘ Remarks on the Rise, Use, and 
unlawfulness of creeds, and confessions of faith, in 
the Church of God ;” in direct opposition to the 
now existing practice among Presbyterians. Both 
of these gentlemen have their friends and their par- 
ties. What the result will be, we cannot tell: but 
should not be surprized if it should terminate in an 
open separation, as a similar controy about 
Church Government and Discipline ; Meth- 
odists, did a short time since —Should this be the 
case, we shall probably have in that denomination, 
the Old Standing, and Reformed Presbyterians, We 
sincerely pray that if any reformation ppepgecnd, 
it may be one, “ perfect and entire, wanting nothing.” 

ne oe 


THE CHARACTER OF CHRISTIANITY. 


Its precepts are no other than such as physicians 
prescribe for the health of our bodies ; as politicians 
would allow to be needful for the peace of the state ; 
as Epicurian philosophers recommend for the tran- 
quility of our minds, and pleasures of our lives; 
such as reason dictates, and daily shows conducive 
to our welfare in all respects ; which : 
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wis- 
dom choose to observe, and voluntarily impose them 
on ourselves ; confessing them to be fit matters of 
law, as most advantageous and requisite to the good, 
general and particular, of mankind. 
DR. ,BBARROWS. 


JIthanasian Creed.—W hen the late Rev. Mr. Wright 
had a small living in the west of England, he refused 
to read the Athanasian Creed, though repeatedly de- 
sired to do so by his parishioners. ‘The parishioners 
complained to the Bishop, who ordered it to be read. 
Now this very curious creed is appointed to be said 
or sung ; and Mr. Wright accordingly on the follow- 


ing Sunday, thus addressed his congregation—“ Next | 
follows Athanasius’ Creed, either to be said or sung, 


and with Heaven’s leave, I’ll sing it. Now, Clerk, 
mind what you are about.” When they both struck 
up, and sung it with great glee to a Fou-hunting 
tune, which, having previously practised, was well 
performed. The parishioners again met, and in- 
formed the pastor of what they called the indeco- 
rum-—but the Bishop said that ‘heir pastor was right, 
for it was so ordered, upon which they declared that 
they would dispense with the creed in future ; nor 
did Mr. Wright ever after either read or sing it. 


London paper. 


All the precepts of christianity are reasonable and 
wise, requiring such duties as are suitable to the 
light of nature, and do approve themselves to the 
best reason of mankind ; such as have their founda- 
tion in the nature of God, and are an imitation of the 
divine excellences ; such as tend to the perfection 
of human nature, and to raise the minds of men to 
the highest pitch of goodness and virtue. They 
command nothing that is unnecessary, they omit 
nothing that may tend to the glory of God, or the 
welfare of men, nor do they restrain us in any thing, 
but what is contrary to the regular inclinations of na- 
ture, or to ourreason, and true interest ; they forbid 
us nothing but what is baseand unworthy to. serve 
our humours and passions, to make ourselves fools 
and beasts. In a word, they restrain us in nothing 
but what tends to our private harm, or prejudice, to 
public disorder and confusion. Tillotson. 

Queen Elizabeth, seeing Sir Edward —— in her 
garden, looked out of her window and asked him 
in Italian—* What does a man think of when he 
thinks of nothing ”? Sir Edward, who had not had 
the effect of some of the Queen’s grants as soon as 
he hoped and desired, paused a little, and then made 
answer“ Madam, he thinks of a woman’s promise,” 
The Queen shrunk in her head, but was heard to 
say, “ Well, Sir Edward, I must not confute you, 
anger makes dull men witty, but it keeps them 


poor.” 


ST 


The woman whose highest aim is to be agreea- 
ble, and whose chief expectation of becoming so is 
fixed by early association on personal decoration, 
will naturally give a preference to the society of fops 
and coxcombs ; as it is from them her taste in dress 
will be most likely to receive the flattering incense 
of applause. | 3 
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THE FAREWELL. 
Sic irreparabilia, O morte! sunt vuinera infligis, 
The parting hour at last had come, 
Which call’d me from that roof away, 
Where I’d enjoyed a peaceful home, 
And spent full many a happy day. 


Silent 1 took the outstretch’d hand, 
And the big tear of sorrow rose, 

Adieu ! I go at fate’s command, 
This friendly door, reluctant, close. 


Within that door which thus I left, 
An aged, widow’d mcther liv’d, 

Twice had her bosom been bereft 
Of a companion ; she surviv’d. 


As yet kind heaven to her had spar’d 
A daughter, comfort of her age, 

Her mother’s fondest love she shar’dy ° 
Her mother’s every grief assuag’d. 


O! if within a mortal breast, 
Perfection e’er could find a place ; 
Within her bosom it might rest, 
For piety dwelt there, and peace. 


I left them thus alone, to spend 
The silent night, the live long day, 

Far thence each lov’d, each tender friend, 
One after one had pass’d away. 


The months roll’d by, and I return’d, 
To greet the friends to me most dear, 

I gain’d the door—-my bosom yearn’d, 
No friend to meet me saw I there. 


I enter’d—0O the cruel stroke, 
That pierc’ed my wounded, aching heart, 
When silence thus the mother broke, 
Groaning beneath affliction’s smart. 


She rais’d her hoary, woe-worn head, 
All comfort seem’d forever flown, 

She heav’d a rending sigh and said, 
My darling ! Ah, my darling’s gone. 


But ah, that eye ! No tear was there, 
She tasted not that kind relief, 

Her face was furrow’d deep with care, 
Her bosom torn with bitter grief. 


Stretch’d on a bed, the bed of death, 
Beside her, lay her lifeless child ; 

Clos’d was the eye, gone was the breath, 
Silent those lips of accents mild. 


I heard her funeral requiem toll’d, 
Beneath the tomb I saw her laid, 

That form once lovely, now all cold, 
And-wrap’d in dark oblivion’s shade. 

CAROLUS. ‘ 


God never imposes upon us laws, as arbitrary tests 
and trials of our obedience. The great design of 
them is, to do us good, and direct our actions to our 
own interest. This, if we firmly believe it, will infi- 
nitely encourage our obedience ; for when I am 
sure God commands me nothing but what my own 
health, ease, or happiness requires ; and that every 


law of his is both a necessary and sovereign prescrip. 
tion against the diseases of my nature, and he could 
not prescribe less than he has, without being defec. 
tive in his care of my recovery and happiness ; with 
what prudence and modesty can I grudge to obey 
him? DR. SCOTT. 
Theology is subject to revolutions as well as em- 
pires; but though it has undergone considerable 
changes, yet the humour of divines. is much the 
same. : Te Cleve, - 
SiS 
! (7 Several communications are on hand, and wil! 
appear soon. We should be happy to hear from 
Senex again, 
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MARRIED, 


| In this town, on Monday evening last, by Rev. J. 
| N. Brown, Mr. John R. Colton, to Miss Almira Tan- 
| ner, both ofthis town. ; 

In Bristo!, on Wednesday morning last, by Rev. 
Mr. Mann, Capt. Comfort. Paine, to Miss Betsey P. 


| Fales, of the former place. 
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: DIED, 

In this town, on Sunday evening last, yery sudden- 
iy, Mrs. Susan S. Reynolds, wife of Mr, Thomas 
Reynolds, and daughter of the late Mr. Benjamin 
Dunham, formerly of Newport, in the 51st year of 
her age. , 

On Monday evening last, Mrs. Mary Fuller, in the 
87th year of her age, wife of the late Mr. Nathaniel 
Fuller—leaving upwards of three hundred descend: 
ants, several of them of the fifth generation. 

TO SUBSCRIBERS. 

In consequence of omitting to notify ‘our subscri- 
bers that the first quarter of the 2d Vol. was closed, 
we beg leave now, to inform them, that those who 
pay their subscriptions within two weeks from the 
date of this, will be accredited as in apvancr. 

N. B.—New subscribers ean receive the back 
numbers entire, at $ 1,50 if paid within three months 
from the time of subscribing. 

P. S.~-Those who have not paid their subscription 
for the first volume, are requested to save us the 


painful necessity of a DUN, by rendering prompi 











SAMUEL W. WHEELER, 
_ No, 1103 WESTMINSTER-STREET, 
Has Fp received for sale, a Sermon on Matthew 


iv. 8, 9. in which the Doctrine of the. Personality of 
the Devil is considered. : , 
Also just received, BALFOUR’s INQUIRY, second 
edition, bound and in boards. Also, Balfour’s Reply 
to Sabine’s Lectures on the Inquiry, containing, 1st, 
a Defence of the Inquiry ; 2d, Sabine’s proofs of a 
} futare retribution idered. Price of the Inquiry 
$ 1,00 and $ 1,25—the Reply 50 cents. 
 ' Also, Rev. Mr. Stetson’s Six Sermons, containing 
Remarks on Andrew Fuller’s reasons for believing 
that the future punishment of the wicked will be 
endless. Price 25 cents. The tract, viz. Andrew 
Fuller’s reasons,” which the author of these ser- 
mons professes to examine, has been industriously 
circulated in this part of New-England, and probably _ 





through the . All we have to say is, “prove 
al things and bold fast that which is good.” 
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